
Modal Question paper
2021-22
English

Class - 12

Time : 3 hr 15 min                                                                                         Max Mark- 100

General Instruction
1. The first 15 minutes are allotted to the candidates for reading the question.
2. All questions are compulsory.
3. Marks are indicated against questions.

Section-A-Reading
Q-1 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

Had Dr. Johnson written his own life, in conformity with the opinion which he has given, that
every man's life may be best written by himself; had he employed in the preservation of his
own history, that clearness of narration and elegance of language in which he has embalmed
so many eminent persons, the world would probably have had the most perfect example of
biography that was ever exhibited.

Wherever narrative is necessary to explain, connect, and supply, I furnish it to the best of my
abilities; but in the chronological series of Johnson's life, which I trace as distinctly as I can,
year by year, I produce, wherever it is in my power, his own minutes, letters, or conversation,
being convinced that this mode is more lively, and will make my readers better acquainted
with him, than even most of those were who actually knew him, but could know him only
partially; whereas there is here an accumulation of intelligence from various points, by which
his character is more fully understood and illustrated.

Indeed, I cannot conceive a more perfect mode of writing any man's life, than not only
relating all the most important events of it in their order, but interweaving what he privately
wrote, and said, and thought. Had his other friends been as diligent and ardent as I was, he
might have been almost entirely preserved. As it is, I will venture to say that he will be seen
in this work more completely than any man who has ever yet lived.

And he will be seen as he really was, for I profess to write, not his panegyric, which must be
all praise, but his life; which, great and good as he was, must not be supposed to be entirely
perfect. To be as he was, is indeed subject of panegyric enough to any man in this state of
being; but in every picture there should be shade as well as light, and when I delineate him
without reserve, I do what he himself recommended, both by his precept and his example,
as quoted below.

"If the biographer writes from personal knowledge, and makes haste to gratify the public
curiosity, there is danger lest his interest, his fear, his gratitude, or his tenderness, overpower
his fidelity, and tempt him to conceal, if not to invent."

1. What was Dr. Johnson's opinion on autobiographies?



2. According to the author, what would have happened if Dr. Johnson had
written his autobiography?

3. How does the author intend to acquaint his readers completely with Dr.
Johnson's life?

4. In the quotation given in the last paragraph of the passage, what is Dr.
Johnson concerned about?

5. The word …….. means ‘preserved’ someone or something in an unalteratele
state."

6. The word ......... means 'describe or portray precisely'.

7. The word ......... is the antonym of 'dissatisfy'.

Section B-Writing

Q-2.Write an article on any one of the following topics in about 100-150 words-

a) Women Safety In India

b) Gender Discrimination In Society

c) Mid-day Meal Scheme

Q-3. Write a letter of complaint in 120-150 words.

On Teacher's Day, you read in a newspaper that privately owned and managed schools in
small towns or even in the suburbs of metropolitan cities exploit their teachers by paying
them just a fraction of their authorised salaries. This affects their performance in the
classroom and thus the lives of their students. Write a letter in 120-150 words to the editor of
a national daily raising your voice against such exploitation. Suggest ways to solve this
problem. You are Navtej/Navita, 112, Taj Road, Agra.

or
Lack of job opportunities in the rural areas is forcing people to migrate to cities. Every big
city thus has a number of slums in it. Life in these slums is miserable.

Write a letter in 120-150 words to the editor of a national newspaper on how we can improve
the living conditions in these slums. You are Karan/Karuna, M-114, Mall Road, Delhi.

Section C- Grammar

Q-4) Choose the correct option to answer the following questions.

(a)He saw a lion. The lion was very furious. (Simple)



(a) He saw a very furious lion.

(b) He saw a lion but the lion was very furious.

(c) He saw lion that was very furious.

(d) He saw a lion who was furious.

(b)Kalidas was a great poet. This is a fact. (Complex)

(a) Everybody knows the fact Kalidas was a great poet.

(b) Kalidas was a great poet so everybody knows this fact.

(c) Everybody knows the fact that Kalidas was a great poet.

(d) Kalidas was a great poet and everybody knows this fact.

(c) The cat was too clever to be caught. (Remove 'too')

(a) The cat was very much clever that it could not be caught.

(b) The cat was so clever that it could not be caught.

(c) The cat was very clever to be caught.

(d) The cat was so clever that it can not be caught.

d) The teacher did not teach me yesterday. (Into Interrogative)

(a) Did not the teacher teach me yesterday?

(b) Do the teacher taught me yesterday?

(c) Did the teacher teach me yesterday?

(d) What did the teacher teach me yesterday?

e) Inspite of working hard, he failed. (Simple to Compound

(a) He worked hard yet failed.

(b) He worked hard still failed.

(c) He worked hard but failed.

(d) He worked hard and failed.



Q-5   a) Change any one of the following in indirect speech.

i) I said to him, "You should reconsider your decision."

ii) The Amar Ujala said, "We are not responsible for any error in the publication of the
result.".

b) Combine any one of the following as directed.

i) The Fox saw some grapes. The Grapes were hanging over the gardeen
walls.(complex sentence)

ii) Turn to left. You will reach to college.(compound sentence)

c) Change anyone of the following as directed.

i) It is time to learn our lessons. (passive voice)

ii) No other city in india is as big as mumbai. (Supelative degree)

d) Correct any one of the following sentences.

i) Milk is more preferable than coffee.

ii) Ram beats him by a stick.

e) Use any one of the following pairs of words in your own sentences to make
difference in their meanings clear -

i) Altar-Alter

ii) Dairy-Diary

Q-6) Translate the following passage in English  -

यमनुा नद� के �कनारे ि�थत आगरा एक परुाना नगर है। �ाचीन सा�ह�य म� इसका उ�लेख �मलता है। यह
स�ुदर ऐ�तहा�सक भवन� का नगर है। यहाँ मगुलकाल�न अनेक इमारत ेह�। फतहेपरु सीकर� के भवन अकबर ने
बनवाए थे। मोती मि�जद और ताजमहल शाहजहाँ �वारा बनवाए गए थे। आगरे का �कला भी अकबर ने ह�
बनवाया था। कहा जाता है �क इस �थान पर पहले कोई दसूरा �कला था। यहाँ का ताजमहल ससंार का एक
बहुत बड़ा आ�चय� है। आगरा अब एक औ�यो�गक नगर है। �व�व के अनेक देश� से लाख� लोग ताजमहल
देखने यहाँ आत ेह�।

Section D- Literature

Q-7) Answer the following questions in about 40 words each -



a) How did Franz’s feeling About M. Hamel and school change.?

Or

What makes the city of Firozabad famous.?

b) How did Douglas meke sure that he conqured the old terror.?

Or

Why did the peddler sign himself as Captain von Stahle.?

Q.8. Answer any one of the following in about 80 words.

a) Who was Edla. How did she change the peddlaer’s behaviour.?

b) How do we know that ordinary people too contributed to the freedom movement.?

Q.9. Write the central idea of any one of the following poems

a) Keeping Quiet

b) My Mother At Sixty-Six

c) A Thing of beauty

Q.10. Answer the following questions in about 40 words each.

a) What does the thierd level refer to.?

Or

What do you infer from Sam’s letter to charley.?

b) What did the royal infant grow up to be.?

Or

What did Maharaja mannage to retain his kingdom.?

Q.11. Answer any one of the following questions in about 80 words.

a) Describe Sadao as a true doctor.?



b) What is the moral issue that the story raises.?


